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Leveraging the traditional openness of the journal, we recently worked in various directions. In particular, we broaden the scope of the journal to all topics of software and language engineering, we redefined the publication scheme to restrict the time between the submission and the publication to the mere reviewing process, we established a new call for special themes open to both conference proceedings and specific sub-topics to be consistently explore within a special issue of the journal, we elaborated a new software section to publish innovative and original software, and, finally, we turned the existing blog to a periodic newsletter opens to the contributions from all members of the community and that contributes to spreading any kind of technical, scientific and meta information from the community, to the community.
Topics of interest. The JOT Journal is now defined as a journal dedicated to the timely publication of previously unpublished research articles, surveys, tutorials, roadmaps, and technical notes on all aspects of software and language engineering. Hence, the journal is no longer limited to its traditional topics related to the objectoriented technologies, but extend its scope to any topics related to software development, including model-driven engineering, language engineering, model and program transformation and analysis, software variability, software validation & verification, etc.
Publication scheme. We recently refactored the existing publication scheme of the JOT Journal to experiment a continuous publication scheme, i.e., regular papers are added into a dynamic and annual issue as soon as they are accepted. Hence, the meta-data (DOI, volume and issue) are associated with the article as soon as it is accepted and notified to the authors in the acceptance letter. Thus the time in between the submission and the publication is only restricted to the reviewing process. Conference proceedings and special themes are addressed in specific additional journal issues according to the important dates defined within the specific call for papers.
Special themes. The JOT Journal welcomes special themes on topics of interest for its audience prepared by volunteer guest editors. The contents of a special theme may be solicited directly from the author community or compiled from articles presented at a specified conference. For any information, please contact the Special Theme Editor, Prof. Richard Paige.
Software section. The JOT Journal solicits high-quality submissions describing commercial tools, research prototypes, and industrial systems or extensions of them. The technical merits, novelty, relevance, and level of maturity of submitted tools will be assessed through peer review under the supervision of the Software Section Editors, Prof. Dimitris Kolovos and Dr. Antonio Garcia-Dominguez.
Newsletter. The JOT Journal used to have a blog opens to the community, but now competes with well-known blogs such as Medium and alike. To avoid such as duplication of effort, we decided to turn the existing blog to a periodic newsletter filled by the community, for the community. Hence, any public content such as blog posts, screencasts, or webinars that are relevant to the software and language engineering community can be referenced by anyone through a dedicated form available from the JOT website. The newsletter editor, Prof. Olivier Barais, will collect, curate, and eventually send all the referenced materials to the community through a periodic newsletter. You may contribute and subscribe to the newsletter at http: //www.jot.fm/newsletter.
Because the complexity and intricacy of the problems and their potential solutions in this domain, we are also currently exploring several possibilities: additional materials can be associated to accepted papers (e.g., software and data), and a dedicated online submission and review system will be deployed in order to support authors, reviewers, and editors, and guarantee to the community the control of the system and the underlying data. Future challenges also include the implementation of a mechanism to record citations, such as we can provide them per paper as well as computing the Impact Factor of the journal.
To reflect these recent innovations, we evolved the journal masthead, including new (deputy) editors in chief, and dedicated editors for the special themes, the software section, and the newsletter. We are also in the process of strengthening the editorial board to reflect the new scope of the journal better. We warmly thank all the newcomers for accepting to be part of this new adventure, and for their efforts to make this rising generation of the journal a great success for the community.
The team of The JOT Journal is now eager to welcome your next research contributions on software and language engineering. Waiting for the new submission system, you might submit by sending your manuscript to editor@jot.fm. At least three reviewers will evaluate all submitted manuscripts, and the editor in chief (or the guest editor for a special issue about a specific theme or conference proceedings) will eventually take the final decision to accept, ask minor and/or minor revisions, or reject the paper for publication in the journal. The journal is also open to special theme proposals (cf. the call on the journal website), as well as any information you would like to share to the community through the newsletter.
